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ILLINOIS RACING BOARD 

 

NOTICE OF ADOPTED AMENDMENT 

 

1) Heading of the Part:  Weights, Penalties, and Allowances; Scale of Weights for Age 

 

2) Code Citation: 11 Ill. Adm. Code 1412 

 

3) Section Number:   Adopted Action:  

1412.10  Amend 

  

4) Statutory Authority:  230 ILCS 5/9(b) 

 

5) Effective Date of Rulemaking:  August 20, 2012 

 

6) Does this rulemaking contain an automatic repeal date?  No 

 

7) Does this amendment contain incorporation by reference?  No 

 

8) A copy of the adopted amendment, including any material incorporated by reference, is 

on file in the agency’s central office and is available for public inspection. 

 

9) Notice of Proposal Published in Illinois Register:  36 Ill. Reg. 5956 – April 20, 2012. 

 

10) Has JCAR issued a Statement of Objections to this rule?  No 

 

11) Differences between proposal and final version:  None 

 

12) Have all the changes agreed upon by the agency and JCAR been made as indicated in the 

letter issued by JCAR?  Yes 

 

13) Will these amendments replace any emergency amendments currently in effect?  No  

 

14) Are there any other proposed amendments pending in this Part?  No 

                                                                        

15) Summary and purpose of rulemaking:  This proposed rulemaking repeals the current 

 weight allowances, adopted in 1981, which are outdated and no longer used by Racing 

 Secretaries across the country.  The Jockeys’ Guild is seeking this  amendment because 

 jockeys today are larger than jockeys of the past and establishing a  minimum weight for 

 jockeys at 118 pounds (currently 116 pounds in Illinois), but allowing for certain weight 

 allowances, is the best solution to speed adoption of the model rule and eliminate most of 

 the weights that are negatively affecting riders’ health and safety.   
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16) Information and questions regarding this adopted amendment shall be directed to:  

 

Mickey Ezzo 

   Illinois Racing Board 

   100 West Randolph, Suite 7-701 

   Chicago, Illinois 60601 

 

   (312) 814-5017 

 

The full text of the Adopted Amendment begins on the next page: 
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TITLE 11:  ALCOHOL, HORSE RACING, AND LOTTERY 

SUBTITLE B:  HORSE RACING 

CHAPTER I:  ILLINOIS RACING BOARD 

SUBCHAPTER g:  RULES AND REGULATIONS OF HORSE RACING 

(THOROUGHBRED) 
 

PART 1412 

WEIGHTS, PENALTIES, AND ALLOWANCES; SCALE OF WEIGHTS FOR AGE 

 

Section 

1412.10 Weight Allowances 

1412.20 Extra Allowances 

1412.30 When Readjustments Allowed 

1412.40 Readjustments, When Claimed 

1412.50 Penalties and Allowances Not Cumulative 

1412.60 Handicaps 

 

AUTHORITY:  Authorized by Section 9(b) of the Illinois Horse Racing Act of 1975 [230 ILCS 

5/9(b)]. 

 

SOURCE:  Published in Rules and Regulations of Horse Racing, (original date not cited in 

publication); codified at 5 Ill. Reg. 10980; amended at 36 Ill. Reg. ______, effective 

____________. 

 

Section 1412.10   Weight Allowances 

 

a)         Length of races  

ONE HALF MILE 

Age 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. May June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

2 – – – – – 105 108 111 114 

3 117 119 121 123 125 126 127 128 129 

4 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 

5 & up 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 

SIX FURLONGS 

2 – – – – – 102 105 108 111 

3 114 117 119 121 123 125 126 127 128 

4 129 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 
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5 & up 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 130 

ONE MILE 

2 – – – – – – 96 99 102 

3 107 111 113 115 117 119 121 122 123 

4 127 128 127 126 126 126 126 126 126 

5 & up 128 128 127 126 126 126 126 126 126 

ONE MILE AND ONE-QUARTER 

2 – – – – – – – – – 

3 101 107 111 113 116 118 120 121 122 

4 125 127 127 126 126 126 126 126 126 

5 & up 127 127 127 126 126 126 126 126 126 

ONE MILE AND A HALF 

2 – – – – – – – – – 

3 98 104 108 111 114 117 119 121 122 

4 124 126 126 126 126 126 126 126 126 

5 & up 126 126 126 126 126 126 126 126 126 

TWO MILES 

3 96 102 106 109 112 114 117 119 120 

4 124 126 126 126 126 125 125 124 124 

5 & up 126 126 126 126 126 125 125 124 124 

 

b) In races of intermediate lengths, the weights for the shorter distance carried. 

 

c) In races exclusively for three year olds, or four year olds, the weight is 126 

pounds and in races exclusively for two year olds, it is 122 pounds. 

 

d) In all races except handicaps and races where the conditions expressly state to the 

contrary, fillies two years old are allowed three pounds, and mares three years old 

and upward are allowed five pounds before the first of September and three 

pounds afterwards. 

 

e) In all overnight races for two year olds or three year olds or for four year olds and 

upward, the minimum weight shall be 112 pounds subject to sex and apprentice 

allowances.  This rule shall not apply to handicaps nor to races for three year olds 

and upward. 
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a) With the exception of apprentices allowances, handicap races, three-year-old horses 

entered to run in races against horses four years old and upwards, and the allowance 

provided in subsection (b) of this Section, no jockey shall be assigned a weight of 

less than 118 pounds.  For three-year-old horses entered to run in races against 

horses four years old and upwards from January 1 through August 31, no jockey 

shall be assigned a weight of less than 116 pounds. 

 

b) Except in handicaps, fillies two years old shall be allowed 3 pounds and fillies 

and mares three years old and upward shall be allowed 5 pounds before 

September 1, and 3 pounds after September 1 in races in which they compete 

against horses of the opposite sex. 

 

c) A notice shall be included in the daily program that all jockeys will carry 

approximately 3 pounds more than the published weight to account for safety 

equipment (vest and helmet) that is not included in required weighing out 

procedures.  Additionally, jockeys may weigh in with an additional 3 pounds for 

inclement weather gear when approved by the Stewards. 

 

d) Quarter Horses minimum scale weights shall be 120 pounds for two year olds, 

122 pounds for three year olds and 124 pounds for four year olds and older. 
 

(Source:  Amended at 36 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________)  

 

 

 


